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of their nature. At this stage man conceives all things
to be capable of reciprocal action, but as to the modes of
their interaction he has but the vaguest and most in-
accurate notions. Hence, in attempting to control these
forces, he adopts whatever procedure suggests itself in
virtue of the natural associative conjunctions of his ideas ;
as when he attempts to cause rain by sprinkling water on
the ground with certain traditional formalities, to raise
wind by whistling or by imitating the sound of it with the
bull-roarer, to bring disease or death by maltreating an
effigy of his enemy, to cure pain and disease by drawing
it out of the body in the form of a material object or
imaginary entity.

Though belief in the efficacy of such practices has
maintained itself with wonderful persistency through
long ages, yet the lack of success that so often attends
them forbids man to remain for ever satisfied with them,
or to feel that he has a power of control over nature ade-
quate to his needs. Hence his imaginative faculty,
operating under the impulse of curiosity or wonder,
evolves great supernatural powers which he regards with
awe and submission. Society recognises these powers,
and a traditional cult of them grows up, and the system
of supernatural explanation of natural events enters upon
its long period of dominance. AH the unprogressive
societies of the earth remain (as so well depicted in the
passage quoted in the footnote of p. 271) in thi's stage in
which theories of causation are predominantly super-
natural and personal.

But in most societies there have been, throughout the
period of dominance of supernatural explanations, a
certain number df men whose curiosity was not satisfied
by the current systems. They have maintained the
magical attitude, and, impelled by curiosity, have sought
to increase their direct influence upon natural forces by
achieving a better understanding of them. These are the
wizards, the medicine-men, the alchemists and astrologers,
the independent thinkers, who at almost all times and
places have been reprobated and persecuted by the official
representatives of the supernatural cults. In most of the
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